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.The.Cotton.C

Hi, I'm Keaki, a graduate from the University of the Sacred Heart, that fine
tertiary institution up on the hill in Hiroo. My specialty (though it wasn’t my
major!) is whipping up delicious cotton candy. For ten years running now,
each year under the radiant May sky at the Tuna Festival and in the autumn
breeze of the Hiroo Fair which runs parallel with the collage festival. I ply my
cotton candy whipping skills, making kids (and also adults!) happy. It sounds
funny to say, but in those 10 years I have become move skilled in making
cotton candy than in making any other dish.

My relationship with the community in Hiroo harks back to my second year
of college. It all started with my plan to organize the first “UCHIMIZU” event
in Hiroo ever. The event is still held in Hiroo each summer and serves as a
clear marker for the peak of Tokyo’s sweltering heat. At this event, we scatter
used water around the streets to knock a couple of degrees off that stifling
heat.

Truth be told, that first “UCHIMIZU” event on the streets of Hiroo coincided with the period when I
was in the middle of suffering my first broken heart. Looking back on those days, all I can remember
was moping about with nary a dream nor a goal. But then this planning of a festival to sprinkle water
to cool things down, became the turning point for me. The challenge of building this up from scratch
filled my life with the fun and splendor of creating things, connecting to people and hanging out with
the folks of Hiroo.

Since those early days, I've just been hooked on Hiroo. After leaving university, I'm back at Hiroo
twice a year whipping up my cotton candy. The fun doesn’t end there, I always look forward to the
annual festival where together with other community members I roam the streets of Hiroo parading
our portable shrine.

But Hiroo is not just about Japanese customs, we have many interesting non-Japanese in our midst
too. Since returning from a year in the US three years ago, I've been fortunate to interview a number
of foreigners who have a little bit of their heart attached to Hiroo, for a column in Hiroo walk.

Hiroo is such a place that the more you get to know it, the more charming it becomes. I'm captivated
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Please come and enjoy Hiroo!
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by the charms of Hiroo, and just want to spread the message of how wonderful a place it is to explore.
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